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Reading can be broken down into two processes or dimensions: word recognition and language comprehension.  
Phonics helps with word recognition or decoding words so they can be read.

Phonics does not help develop language comprehension; the understanding of what is being read.  This is done 
through questioning and discussion before, during and after reading a book or text.

The Simple View of Reading



What is Phonics?  Why is it so important?
Phonics is a strategy used for 
word reading or decoding; we 

can also use it for spelling 
(encoding).

Phonics is important because it 
should be taught as the prime 
method for decoding (reading) 
and encoding (spelling) newly 

encountered or unfamiliar words.



Print to Meaning
Phonics gives the children a strategy needed for word recognition only.  Language 

comprehension is primarily developed through our Guided Reading sessions.  Phonics is about 
turning the marks on the page, the symbols or letters into a sound.  Below are some examples 

of this.  What do the following symbols mean?



There are 26 letters
in the alphabet.

40+ phonemes or 
sounds in the English 
language, accounting 
for regional dialects.

Over 200 graphemes or written representations of these sounds.  
Sounds or phonemes can have one or more grapheme for example 
the sound s can be spelt with an ’s’ or a ‘c’.

The English Language



The schwa sound is the ‘uh’ sound.  It exists in many words in the 
English language.  It is an unstressed vowel sound, where the 
vowel is neither long or short.  It is the most common vowel 
sound; however, we must be very careful not to add it on when 
enunciating a phoneme.

The Added Schwa

m = “mm” and not “muh”
s = “ss” and not “suh”

Also, remember to keep the phonemes ‘clipped’ so 
they are not elongated.  Keep them short and snappy.

m = “mm” and not “mmmmmm”
s = “ss” and not “ssssssssssss”



Rocket Phonics
We use a Systematic Synthetic Phonics 

programme called Rocket Phonics, at Walter.



It is very important to make the sound of 
each letter or group of letters correctly; we 
are going to teach you how in a moment or 
two!
We teach the children how to move their 
mouths and tongues to pronunciate the 
sound.
If children have speech and language 
difficulties this will be much harder for them 
to do, so they will receive additional support.
Alphablocks, on the BBC website or iPlayer, 
is very good at teaching the letter names and 
phonemes or sounds.

Enunciation and Pronunciation of Phonemes



Technical Vocabulary
Letters – the 26 letters of the alphabet.

Vowel – the letters a, e, i, o, u.
Consonant – all the letters that are not vowels.

Grapheme – the written representation of a sound or phoneme made up of one or more letters.
Phoneme – the smallest possible units of sounds that makes up a word.

Digraph – two letter grapheme (ea, ay)
Trigraph – three letter grapheme (igh, ear)
Quadgraph – four letter grapheme (eigh)

Split digraph – where the letter ‘e’ at the end of the word changes the vowel sound, e.g. snake, 
flute or mike.

Common exception words – words that are not so easily; or impossible to decode using phonics.
Grapheme-Phoneme correspondence (GPC) – the process of identifying that a grapheme 

represents a phoneme or sound.
Segment – breaking down words into their smallest possible phonemes or phonemes.

Blend – to join the phonemes or sounds together to make a word.
Decode – when phonics is used for reading.
Encode – when phonics is used for spelling.



Graphemes and Phonemes
The children have five discrete phonics lessons a week.  By the end of 

Year One, the children are expected to know all the following phonemes 
and graphemes.  We are going to practise these together.



































































































This phoneme should be
taught as ‘uh’ and not ‘ergh’.









































Split Digraph

The split digraph is where the ‘e’, usually at the end 
of a word, changes the vowel sound in the middle 
of the word to it’s letter name.

When two 
vowels go out 

walking, the first 
one does the 

talking!



Alternative Pronunciations
Examples:

a as in hat, acorn or fast
e as in bed or he
i as in tin or mind
o as in hot or no

u (south) as in but, unit or put

…and many more…
81



Alternative Graphemes Example
The children learn that some phonemes can have multiple graphemes, for example: 
ai, ay, a_e, eigh, ey or ei.  These are called alternative graphemes.  They also learn 
more common exception words.  It is important that the children are encouraged to 
spell the alternative graphemes by their letter name, for example ‘igh’ is made up of 
the letters ‘i-g-h’ and not the letter sounds or phonemes.  There are lots and lots of 
these!

rain crayon snake weight grey rein

ai ay a_e eigh ey ei



Common Exception Words used to be called tricky words.
They are words that cannot usually be decoded or encoded using phonics although there are some exceptions 

e.g. out, looked.

I he are said little oh
no she her have one Mrs
the we was like were people
to me all so there their
go be they do what called
into you my some when Mr

come out looked
asked
could

Common Exception Words Examples



The children will complete the Phonics 
Screening Check towards the end of Year One



What does it look like? 



What is the Phonic Screenings Check? 

The Phonics Screening Check is meant to show how well your 
child can apply the phonics skills they have learned up to the 
end of Year 1.  It also helps to identify any children that will 

need additional help with phonics and reading. The Department 
for Education defines the checks as “short, light-touch 

assessments” that take about four to nine minutes to complete.



The checks consists of 20 real words and 20 non-words that your 
child will be asked to read.  They read these to a qualified teacher 
who is known well to the child. Non-words (or nonsense words, or 

pseudo words) are decodable by applying phonics skills.  They don’t 
mean anything and are made up.  Your child will need to read these 
with the correct sounds to show that they understand the phonics 

rules, and an ability to decode newly encountered words.  They are 
used to doing this in school during our phonics lessons.



The 40 words and non-words are divided into two sections – one 
with simple word structures of three or four letters, and one with 
more complex word structures of five or six letters. The teacher 
administering the check with your child will give them a few practise 
words to read first, including some non-words, so they have an 
understanding of what they have to do. Each of the non-words is 
presented with a picture of a monster or alien, as if the word is the 
creature’s name, for example ‘shob’ or ‘glibe’.  The alien or monster 
shows the child that the word is not a real word.



Real Words… 



Pseudo (not real) words…
Try using your phonics to decode the words:



When, where and who? 

• The screening check is going to start in the week beginning Monday 9th June 2025. 
• The checks will be administered by Mrs Hargreaves and Mrs Bell.
• The children will complete the check in a quiet place.  These spaces have been identified 

and all children will be familiar with the rooms.
• We are hopeful that all the screening checks will take place in the first week, but any 

children who are absent in the first week, will have the chance to be screened in the 
second week.  Any child that does not take the check in the allotted two week time 
period will not complete the check.  Please ensure your child comes to school everyday.



Scores
• Your child will be scored against a national standard, and the main 

result will be whether or not they fall below, within or above this 
standard.

• Since 2013 the "pass threshold" has been 32, which means children had 
to read at least 32 words out of 40 correctly.  The threshold mark is 
communicated to schools at the end of June, after the tests have been 
completed and the scores submitted.

• You will be told how your child did at the end of term.  The whole 
school results will be published in September 2025.  If your child’s score 
falls below the standard, they will be given extra phonics help and can 
re-take the Phonics Screening Check in Year 2.



How can I support my child? 

Visit Phonics Play
Watch AlphaBlocks on BBC iPlayer

Read with your child each day and practise decoding unfamiliar words by 
segmenting and blending e.g. sh – oo – t ‘shoot’

Visit http://www.theschoolrun.com/english/phonics for further information
Make sure your child has a good nights sleep and a filling, healthy breakfast 

every morning.

http://www.theschoolrun.com/english/phonics


Any Questions? 


